The presence of erythropoietin receptors in the human peripheral nervous system.
Erythropoietin (EPO) is a well-known hematopoietic factor and a major determinant of tissue oxygenation. EPO receptors have been identified on a wide variety of non-erythroid cell types including human central nervous system and peripheral nervous system of animal models. The presence or function of EPO receptors in human peripheral nervous system is unknown. By examining nerve segments from radicular and autonomic nerves using immunohistochemical methods, we demonstrated the presence of EPO receptors on myelin sheath of radicular nerves in the human peripheral nervous system.